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To the Reverend my dearly be- 
loved Brethren the Dean, den 


ries, and the reſt of the Clergy 'of 
the Cathedral Church and City of 
NORWICH, 


STSPE Everend and Feloved Bretheren, 
ER Ever ſince the preaching of this 
J 7 ' plain Sermon,] have been impor- | 
*_;uned Quotidiato convicio( if 
I may uſe the Orators expreſſion.) to make it 
publick, TI have at loſt ſuffered my ſelf to 
be overcome by the perſwaſions of my friends. 
My chief end therein hath been, That I might 


| provoke my younger brethren to make it jo 
main defign of their Miniſtry to render the 


Offices, His heavenly Dodrine, Hi bleſs:d 
Example, Hzs ſpiritual Graces, the fellows | 
(hip of his ſufterings, the power of his re- 
{urrection , the excellency of his knows | 


the 


SN SSSSASOKAT REL LERE : 


Lord Jeſus, Hz dive Perlon, His ſacred | 


ledge, the.unſearchable riches of his lowe.,| 


| &-al the mySteries of bis K ;ngdom,anuable.in 


Quintili, Ut, 


Phil.3.8.10. 
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' E Eph.3. 3,18,19. 
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T be Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


| 
| Hag.z.7. 


| Cant.5.25,16, 


Heb.12.2. 
Col.1, 27. 


2 Cor.c.14. 


2 Cor.5.22. 
1 Pet.5.4. 
Heb.13.17. 


{ Jer. 23. a6 , 


b Sam, z. ” 


in _ for the Love of Chriſt conſtraineth 


the eyes of their bearers, 4s it was foretold 
of bim, That be ſhould be the deſire of all 
Nations, the chiefelt of ten thouſand, avd 
altogether lovely. That in preaching the 
Law, tney may lead men to Chriſt for mercy 
to pardon the Trazſgreſſ zons, and for Grace 
to obey the commands of it. That in preach- 
ing the Goſpel, they may dire men unto 
Chriſt for Faith, to believe the promiſes of 
| the Covenant, for be is the Author of our 
| Faith : For Hope,to watt for the fulfilling 
; of them , for be 3s unto us the Hope of | 

| Glory 3 and for Love,to flame that purity 
| and holmeſſe which they are intended to kindle 


« That by the awe and dread of the Name 
of Chriſt, i ai ſtead they ſpeak, and un- | 
to whos, as the chick Shepherd of the 

| ſheep, they inult give an account , they may | 
be deterred from all choſe ways of paſſi 0N , 0= 

ftentation and vanity, whereby men are ave» | 
| os tranſported to preach themſelves ra- 
ther ther Chriſt, and the conceptions of- their 
own heart ratber then his counſel,and thereby 
provoke the people toabhor the oftcring of 
the ; 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. | 


CET ABRe2x] 


the Lord. I have taken-the liberty of dedi- 
cating it unto you , that'I might thereby te- 

ifie the Love and Honour I owe your per- 
ſons , the value I ſet upon your learned und 
pions Labours, and the real thanks which 1 
return unto you, for the great Lowe which 
you have expreſied towards my perſon, and 
aſſiſtance which you bave afforded me in 
mine- attendance on the ſervice of that Dio- 
ceſs. And I hope it will not be grievous 
unto you, or offenſive unto any, if after the 
Example of the Antient Biſhops in the 
primitive and purer ages of the Church,who 
were wont to ſit with their Clergy and pre- 
fide in an Eccleſiaſtical Senate, I ſhall in 
matters of weight and difficulty intreat the 


advice and aſliſtance of you who are Pref: | 


byteri urbis, in order to the more ſafe , judi- 
cious, regular , and inoffenſive determining 


of them. 
Grace of God, and remain 


Your moſt loving Brother and fellow Labourer 


i the ſervice of Chriſt and his Church, 
Ed. Norwich... 


And ſo IT commend you to the | 


t*83y aVrnue, 
Twndetoy ds. | 
Ignar. 
TUSNuA oy £- 
KAY TAE, 
Origen, 
Conſeſſus Clert, 
Cyprian, 
Senatus . Ecclc= | | 
fe. Hei 0n.vid. 
Cyprin: paſſim. 
Epiſt, 6. x; 
I9,24, 28,31, 
32233535» 40, 
46,58,66, 71, 
2, 
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PREACHING 


CHRBT: | 


"2 Cor, 4.8. 


For we preach not our ſelves, but Chriſt Je- 
ſus the Lord,and our ſelves your ſervants 


for Jeſus ſake "In oo 


J 


— 


Great part of this Epiltle 
is Apologetical, wherein the 
Apoſtle laboureth to aſ- 
ſert and vindicate his Apo- 
= © ſtolical office and dignity 
trom the prejudices which either the 
ſufferings which attended him in the dil- 
| Bo _ penſati- 


— 


Preaching of Cbrift. 


enſation thereof, or the ſuggeſtions of | 
falſe Apoſtles, zhac ® | Rl FOrkersmight 
| have raiſed up. poly him. . With: theſe 
| >the balatice, 


| reth himſelt 50 them , {o particular- 
ly in the point of fidelity and þ ſencerity 10 
L | the work of 'the Miniftry : which ha- 
| ving mentioned, chap. 1. 12, and 2. 17. 
| 2. 6; and chereupoy having ſet forth the 
| excellency agd” glory of the Evangelical 
| | Miniſtry ,. Cap. FF gn 18, Hefurther de- 
' monſtrateth his uncorrupt and ſincere ad- 
miniſtration thereof in this preſent chap- 
| ter, and in divers conſequent parts of this 
| Epiſtle”; profeſiiog his diligence. therein, 
as in the diſcharge of a ſervice where- 
| | unto he was in fpecial mercy called, ver- | 
Fro .. his: Endeavour. in godly ft uplicity -45.4N ; 
the ſight of God to manifeſt the'truth 
| thereof unto the conſciences of | men”, | 
werſe 2, for it was not his prevaricatien, 
but Mens.own blindneſs , and' Satarfical ! 
delufion ' which hid the Goſpel from : 
thoſe who received it not, w. 3,4, And , 
A | this | 
} 
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| _ Preaching of Grit, 


| ſubſtance and tenor of the DoGrine which 
he taught, which[was: to: ſet: forth wor | 
himfelf, but Chriff Feſus the Lord, and by | 
the excellency of the divine power concur- 
ring with his Miniſtry to-give unto men, 
the light:of. the! knowledge of: - glory of 
God in * the face of Chriſt, ver. 5307. 


The words contain: The mention of | 

a duty, won, we preach 5 and the (ub. 
"of or matter. of that duty ,-ſet: forth , 
1, 'Negatively, not our ſelves. 2. Poſttive- 
ly, Chrift as the Lord of the Church , 
whereof the Apoſtle was but a ſervant 1 To 
orcet to their good, 'and his Maſters 
glory, of which particulars we ſhall ſpeak. 
with all brevity aud perſ{picuity. 


And. 8: Of the Dity, node We, 
| preach , Implyinf an: allafion- to thoke | 


| xipozes and Caduceatores,, who were wont | | 


with an open and. loud voice. to. | 
. mulge and publiſh the Ed:#s of vary | 
| ſtrates, of whom we read ſo often in Ho. | 


»icr and others. © In. which relpe&t the | 


| Prophet. is commanded to lift upgbis 
B 2 voice 


—— 


this his fidelity he further proveth by the | 


| EY —_— 
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Preaching of-C A 


voice like- 9- Trumpet, las 58. 1. 


- alba 


ding unto -thoſe Trampets which the 
Priefts were commanded to.ſfound in the 
calling - of- ſolemne aſſemblies ». Numb. 


IO, I; 


1 ſhall not here inG on the dipnity 
' and excellency of this: office, which not | 


 onely the holy  rophets and Apoſtle did 


| attend upon, Iſa. 6.8. Mat-3.1 
| 1O> 7. but the. Bleſied Angels, Noe, 


. Mat. 


Luk.2. 10 yea;He who is the Lord of men 


| and {ngels, was ſolemnly anointed unto 


this function,to preach the Goſpel to the 


' poor, to preach deliverance to the Cap- 
' tives, to preach-the acceptable year':of 
the Lord, Luke 4. 
' and though he were the Lord of life and 
glory, unto whom every knee mult bow, 


16, I9, 435 4 4. 


; Phil, 2. 10. whom: all the Angels are 
| commanded to worſhip, Heb-1. 6. yet 
| he djd not difdaintobe a Miniſter, Rope. 
15. 8. and to go about. preaching of the 


| Goſpel of the Kingdom, Mar. 4.2 3. 


And therefore how mean and.ipnoble 


| | forger this ſundtion may be eſteemed by 


men, 


EEE Lad —_ 
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þ Preaching of Chriſt. 


and therefore are not to be {ſo much won. 


means of making them happy ; yet we 
learn from hence with -the Apoltle to 


ſteem it a ſengular gift of divine grace be- 


unſearchable riches of Chriſt, Eph. 3. 7,8. 
and accordingly to adorn our Miniſtry 
by fuch lives and learning as becomes it, 
and not to diſhonour by ſordid ,carthly, 
ſenſual, or brutiſh converſations, lo - ſas 
cred and divine an office. 

Neither ſhall I at all mention the dit- 
ficulty of it, which made the Prophet cry 
out, Famachild, Jer.1.6. and the Apo- 


men, who value not their own ſouls,and 


| dred at,as pitted, if they undervalue the 


ſtowed upon us,that weſhould preach the | 


— 


— 


magnifie our office, Rom. 11.13. and roe- | 


[tle, who 7s ſufficient: for theſe things,2Cor. | 


24 16, thereby teaching us by unwearied 
diligence in our Studies, and alliduity in 
our prayers, to wait upon God for ſup- 
plies of his Spirit and grace, who alone 
maketh able Miniſters of the New Telta- 
ment, 2Cor.3.6. 


But .1 ſhall ſpeak. a very little of the 
neceſſuy 


"IF 
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Preaching of Chriſt. : 
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| neceſſity of this weighty work , to awa- 
ken and provoke. thoſe who are call'd 
unto it, with the more fear and trem- 
bling, with the more fidelity and al{lidui- 
ty to attend upon it. 

A thing 15 neceſlary two ways, cither 
neceſſitate precepti , becauſe it 1s com- 
manded, or zeceſſztate medi, becaule it is | 
inſticutcd as a ſpecial means unto ſome 
great and weighty end which is to be 
thereby attained. Thepreaching ofthe : 
Goſpel 1s neceſſary both thele wayes. 
1. Neceſſitate pracepti, asin ſpecial man- 
ner appointed by Chriſt, who is che-Cing | 
and Eawgiver in his Church, as his Fa- 
ther ſent him, and gave him a Commit on 
and acommand to. ailcharge the ſcrvice 
which was 1ntruſted in bis hand, which he 
with all willingneſs and ui ſet aq- 
bout,though it were not only to preach- 
ing but to dying, that fo the pleaſure of the 


m_—_— 
. 


with a ſtrict commiſlion and command 
(as having all power in heaven and earth | 
glven 


t— 


—_— al. 
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Lord might proſper in his hand : Even lo 
| C1d be ſend forth his Diſciples, John 20, 2 1. 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


— 
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given to him) to preach the Golpel , 
Mat.23.13,19,20- And in order to che 
perpetual diſcharge of that ſervice, he 
| appointed not onely Apoſiles, Prophets, 
and Evangeliſts, which were temporary 
officers, but Paſtors and Teachers to at» 
rend the ſame tothe worlds end, for the 
perfecting ,of the Saints, for the work of 
| the Miniſtry, for the building up of the 
| body of Chriſt, Eph.4.8--13. And ac- 
cordingly the Apofiles took ſpecial care 
| to commit the ſame ſervice unto faithful 
| zen, Who might be able to teach others, 
| ' and appointed Elders to be ordained in 
every Ciry for carrying on this neceſſary 
| work, Ads 14.23, 2 Tim. 2.2. Tit.1.5. 

| And as our Sawiour by the argument drawn 
| from big power over them , and their love 

| | to him, preſſeth the exerciſe of this du- 
| ty upon his Diſciples, Matth. 28, 18,19. 
Fohn 21. 15--17. fo do the Apoſiles at- 
terward , by the Author of their ſuper- 
intendency, the holy Spirit, by the pro- 
| perty of Godin his Church, by the blood 
whereby it was purchaſed, A&, 20. 28. 
by 
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by the preſence of God, by the judgement 


to come , 2 Tim. 4.1. by the Crown of 
Glory which they ſhall receive from the 
chief Shepherd, x Pet.5.1,2,3,4. preſſe 
diligence and- fidelity-in the ſame upon 
thoſe whom they ordained thereunto. 
2, It 15neceſſary, neceſſitate mediz, un- 
to the great Ends of converſion and (al- 
vation ;-for where there 15 no wiſron the 
people periſh, Prov. 29.48. when they 
were without a teaching Prieſt, they 
were without the true God, 2 Chron.1 5.3: 
no ſalvation without calling upon God, 
no calling without faith, no-faith with- 
out hearing, no hearing without a 
Preacher. It is the Apoſtles pradation, 


| Rom. 10-13-15. for albeit it be not we- 


dinm naturale, which doth by an intrin- 
ſecal and conſtant vertue perpetually 
produce the efte& intended, ( for many 
more are called than choſen ) info. 
much that the Prophet complains , who 
bath believed our report? Ia. 53.1. All 
the day long hawe I flretched out mine hand 
unto -a rebellious people, Ila, 65. 2: yet it; 

1s 
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Preaching of Chriſt. 
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is nwediume inſtitutum , appointed by God 
to be the Miniſtry of Reconciliation, 2Cor, 
5.12- and the word of Grace, Ads 20, 


32. whereby ordinarily men are called 
to {alvation , repentance and remiſſion of 


ſinne , being thereby preached in the 


Naine of Chriſt, L»ke 24-47. the Lord 
working cogether therewith by the cx- 
cellepiy of his power, as it pleaſeth him, | 
and dividing unto every, man as he will | 


1 Cor- 3. 5-7. 12. 30. 


' In'one word, It is neceſſary, 1. In 


regard of Chriſt, whole Authority inſti. 
'| tureth it, and whoſe Glory 1s greatly 
concerned in it, as being his effedual In- 
ſtrument to demoliſh the Kingdom of Sa. 
tan, and to bring into captivity every | 


10.8: 


God unto that purpole, 


C 


choughr to the obedience of him, 2 Cor. 


2. Inregard of the Church of Chriſt, 
the Colle&ion, Edification, Perfe Jion and 
Salvation whereof doth 1o. greatly de- | 
| pend upon it , as the mighty power of 
Rom. 1-16. 
1 Cor: 1.21. hereby men. are gathered to- 


gether 


WE: 
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—— 
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_ Preaching of Chriſt. | 


gether , and turncd from darknels to 
light, and from the power of Satan 
unto God, Fohnit.52. Acis 26. 18. 
hereby they are built up towards the at- 
rainment of their inheritance, AG. 20.3 2. 
hereby they are carried on im the unity 
.of the faith and knowledge of the Son 
of God unto a perfe&# man, Eph. 4. 13. 
Hereby they ſave themſelves and thole 
that hear them, 1 Tiv. 4- 16 A&s 
11,14. | 

3. In regard of our ſelves, It is nece(- 
fary, 1. 4d impletionem muners, for.of 
all Stewards, the Stewards of the My- 
ſeries of God muſt be found faithful, 
1 Cor. 4.2. 2, fd ſcquiſetionews Merce- 
ds, for they that turn many to righ- 
| reouſneſle ſhall ſbine as Starres for cver 
| and ever, Dan12.3. 3. Ad ewitationem 
pericnhi, for woe be anto us if we preach 
not the Goſfpct, 1 Cor. g. 16. So every 
one of theſe wayesa neceſſity 3 laid up> | 
on 19, 
| Fherefore great diligence, fidelity 
and wildome is to be uſed in this ſo 
weighty 


ts. 


IS 
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Prea ching of Chriſt. 


{ ved, to love what they hated, to deny 
| appetites, their intereſts, their lands, 


| this they muſt ſometimes do quoad ex- 
ercitiun, ever quoad preparationem aniui) 


weighty a ſervice. It is no {inall work 
whereby ſtrong holds muſt be pulled 
down, and every high thing that cxalt. 
eth ir ſclf againft the Kingdom of God 
be demoliſhed , whereby finne and Satan 
muſt be diſpoll: fled, and the whole man 
ſubdued to the 
whereby the very natural propenf! ons 
of men mult be changed, and. they ettc- 
Gually perfwaded to hate what they lo- 


themlcNes, their reaſon, their will, their 


their relations, their lives, their All, ( for | 


| 


to pleaſe an invifible God, and to obtain 
an inviſible inheritance. This is not the 
work of an illiterate Reader, but of one 
who hath the tongue of the learned, a 
workman that need not co be aſhamed. 
This is notthe work of a carleſ# loite- | 
rer, that ſhears the fleece, and ſtarves the 
flock, but of one who gives himſclt 
wholly to it. So did thoſe Renowned 


C2 Biſhops | 
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Preaching of C brit, 


[ionpe in the primirive times, we read 
py where in Saint ChryStome of his 
2-:5 , intimating thar he was a 


daily preacher 3 and of Saint Am- 
broſe his Omni Die Dominico, as Saint 
Auſtin tells us, Confeſs. 6.. c. 3. prayer 
and preaching are two excelient and wor- 
thy parts of the Miniſtery of Reconcili 
ation , appointed as mutual helps and 
furtherances each. to other, and there- 
.| fore they on either 'hand-:do. very ill, 


a As AAS OC A rs. — OO as 


who juftle aut and. difparage the one 
|by the other, as if performing the one | 
| were 2 ſufficient diſcharge of the Minis 
| ſterial FunCtion, and means: of the peo» 
| ples cedification and 'falvation without | 
, the other. Certainly. our Sapiours 
| Commiſſion extends to the. worlds end., 
| Marth, 28. 20. as long. as: there: as 
ſtrong. holds ro be demoliſhed, fin to be 
reproved, a Church to be edificd Saints 
to be perfected, enemies. tobe: reſiſted, 
| there will be a neceſlicy of . every Ocdi-. 
nance of Chriſt, by which. thelc grear 
works _ be effected. 


_ —_— 
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be mariaged and di{charged with-that {þi- 
ricualskill char'we may approve our ſelves 


a ea er rn nn 


"Ang uncoÞ#the niore-fuie eſſe&ing of} 
 chenii/this weighty work of preaching is to | 


| the conſctence, and anke powerful and 
awakening diſcoveries and. ! -unpreflions | 
' up6n the piaBiicil judgement; whichimay | 
not by any ſophiſms'or ſubrerfages be'e= | 
 vaded, or gain2{aid; "this the Apolitle 

calleth demonſtfartiv? or convincing preach- 

ing; My ſpeech and my preaching 'was not | 
| with'enticing words of mans wiſdom , wich 
| oftentation of wit or humane Eloeution, 

| with" Rhetoricating ſophilmes, or plau- 
ſible tnfihuating deceprions!, ' av/Cieero 
ſomewhere boaſteth that. he had dazled 
the eyes: ofthe Judges, and as Saint Hie- 
route complatis of many in tus time, x@ 
babent cure non" quomodo' Seripturarumt 
medullas ebibant, ſed quomodo aures populi 


Declamatorum floſculis- utlceant :. But-| 
faith s 


—  —_— 


unto God, as 'workmen that need not be | 
aſhamed, rightly dividing the word of | 
| truth; 2 Thi 2-15, that is-to ſay, 1, With | 
| Evidence and demonſtr ati n, ſo as to affutt | | 


— 
— 
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faith the Apoſtle, my pwaching,, nas 
nite mrbper® 4 Iwaus, In a ſpiritual, 
powerful and invincible | demonſtration , 


which admits not of any. poſſibility of 
| being gain-faid or diſproved; for ſuch 
| is that ſyllogiſme which the Philoſopher 
calls a Demonſiration , Wherein a con- 
| clufion 1s moſt evidently deduced ex 
| principizs prima neceſſariis &» per ſe weris, 


an unbeliever , who beareth Evangelical 
preaching, he ſaith, wiſxerat voi 7dvrer, drave 
reTe: vas wdrres, Ne is 10 conwinced, that he 
is judged ; the ſecrets of hzs beart are. fo 
diſcoyered, that he falls on his face as a 
caſt and convided priloner, worſhippeth | 
' God, and acknowledgeth God to be in 
ſuch qa 1 Cor. 14+ 24, 25+ fo the 
Prophet is ſaid to judge men when he | 
maketh them kzow the abomination of | 
their fathers, Exzek 20, 4. and once 
more, We have ze, faith the Apoltle, 
walked crafiily, nor bandled the Ward of 


God deceitfully ) Ad Th \pavegdon Tis enuStigy » 


[ 


by manifeſtation , or evident diſcovering 


1 Cor. 2. 1,4. and cl{ewere, ſpeaking of | 


of 
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of the truth, we commend our ſelves to 
every mans conſcience in the ſrght of God , 
2 Cor. 4. 2. and thus it 15 ſud of Ste- 
pberr, That his adverſaries were not able 
to reſiſt the wiſdom and the Spirit by which 
be ſpake, Act. 6. IO. 

2. With wiſdom and ſeaſonableneſſe , 
as men are able to heare and bear, fo 
Ch:iſt ſpake the word, Mark 4. 33. 


John 16. 12. we muſt have milk for 


the weak, and meat for the ſtrong,ſo ma- 


nage our Miniſtry as to prevent and re- 
move all occafions of prejudice and of- 
fence from any which watch for matter 
of advantage and exception againft us. 


3. With fincerity and faithfulncſſe , 


| not diſſembling any neceſlary dodtrine, 


nor dawbing with untempered morter, 
nor corrupting the Word of Truth, but 
delivering the whole counſel of God, 
pleafing men in all things tor their pro- 
fic and- edification, and to all other 


purpoſes , not pleaſing men but God which | 


irieth the heart, 1Cor. 10.33. 1 Theſ.2.4. 
ſpeaking his words whether men will 


- 


CO — 


hear | 


—— 
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_ 


' | hear or forbear, Exck. 2.75; and celling 
| tnem the Truth, though we be judged 
' enemies for lo doing, Gal. 4+ 16+ 


[| 
' 
{ 
[ 


rity, As Chriſt did, Matth.7.29. to declare 


\ unto men their travſgreſſron in ſuch a 


| Exck, 20. 4- that their hearts' may be 


4, With ſpiritual power and /ntho- 


manner as to judge them for it, Mic.3.8. 


pricked, Acts 2. 37, 'and they made to 


fall on their face and give glory to God, | 


1 Cor. 14.25. to ſhew unto a man hjs up. 
rightneſſe in{uch a manver as thathe may 
find God'grations to hiny, and may ſee 
his face with joy, Job 33. 23-=26. 1o to 
preach the word as to binde and looſe, to 
remit and retaim,to beal and ſetile the con- 
ſciences of our hearers, that they may 
finde the Goſpel come unto them , 
not in word only, but in power, 1T hel. 
Rh, $ 


" With meekneſſe and all winning 


inſinuations, that there may. appear no- 


| thing bur /ove and gertleneſſe in every 


thing which we deliver; as the Apoltle 


profeſſeth to the Theſſalonians , that he | 


was! 
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was gentle among them, as a: nurſe che- 
riſheth her children, 1 Thel. 2.7. and 
exhorteth Timothy and other ſpiritual 


perſons with meekneſſe to inftru# oppo- 
ſers, and to reſtore ſuchas are overtaken 
with any fault, 2 lim.2.24,25. Gal.6.1. 


It is an excellent CharaGer which Saint 
Auſtin giveth of a preacher , that he 
ſhould ſo manage his Office , ut doceat, 
ut deleGet, ut fleiat, ut intelligenter , ut 
libenter,ut obedienter audiatur. So to teach 
as withal to delight and perſwade, and 
by a conſtraint of love to gain willing 


ma OR 


— 


-| and chearful obedience to the dodrine 


which he tcacheth. | 

6. With courage and boldneſſe, not to 
fear the faces of any preſumptuous fin- | 
ners, who dare to affront the Law, and | 
nor to fear the face of God. Shall any 
man be {o bold as to do what God for- 
bids ? and ſhall a Miniſter be fo timo- 
rous as not to ſpeak what God com- 
mands? Shall I be afraid to oftend him | 
by doing my duty who is not afraid to 


be 


offend God by negleQing his ? Shall 1 
= 


Pn OE 
<— — ——__ 
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beaſraid to fave him who is not afraid 
to deſtroy himſclt ? or ſhall Ibe diſmaid 
at the face and frown of a man,and neg- 
| le& the wrath-of God who can tear me 
| in pieces ? be not diſmayed at their face, 

ſaith the Lord, leaſt I confountl thee be- 
| fore them, Jer. 1+ 17. yet this boldneſle 
muſt be in a way of conviction and per- 
ſwaſton, without indiſcretion and cxaipera- 
tion, that when we ſhew our zeal ar 
| gainſt mens.ſzrs, we.may withal maniteſt 
our love to their perſons, and that honor 
and reverend eſteem which we owe to 
their Cignities and conditions. 

Laſtly, our Lives and Examples muſt 
| teach the people as well as our doctrine, 
we mult be like the Star which did not 
| onely lighten the wiſe men, but lead 
| them unto Chriſt, Matth, 2. 9. He who 
by his wicked life buildcth againe thoſe 
things, which by his holy doctrine he de- 
ftroyed, maketh himſelf a tranſgreſior , 
Gal.2.18. wervis tantum philoſophari non 
doEtorrs eſt ſed hitrionis. It is rather pa. 
geantry than ſcrious piety, for men to 


preach | 
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ee ey 


preach Angelieal Sermons, and-to 


di2bolical converſations, at dicfa fats 


d:ficientibus erubeſcant , as Tertullian | 
ſpeaks. We cannot expe& that other 
men ſhould follow our doctrine, when | 
we our ſelves forlake it, the greateſt part | 
of men being like ſheep, which go non qua 

enundum ſed qua itur , rather as they are | 
led then as they are taught, And ſa much | 


of the duty here ſuppoſed, the excel- 


preach themſelves theſe four ways. 


lency, neceſſity, and manner of preach» 
Ing. ; 

We proceed to the object or: matter 
of preaching, expreſſed, 1. Negatiwely, 
not our ſelves. Men may be ſaid to 


| 


1, When they make themſelves Lords 


over the flock, and exerciſe dominion over 
the conſctences of thoſe that hear them, 
as if a Miniftry were a Soweraignty, or as 
if the ſheep were their own, to be or. 

dered and diſpoſed as they pleaſe ; this / 
is the character which the Apoſtle gi-' 
veth of the man of fire, that he: ſetteth 
as God in the Temple of God, uſurping a 


D 2 divine 


> 
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divine authority over the ſouls of men, 


both our Saviour and his Apoſtles to 
prevent the danger of ſo tempting an 
| ambicion have left ſtrict and ſevere pro- 
viſion againſt it. Be zot you called Rabbi, 
for one 35 your Maſter, even Chriſt, Matth. 
23.8.-12, We bave not dominion over 
your faith, but are helpers of your joy , 2Cor. 
1.24, Not as being Lords ower Gods he- 
ritage, but enſamples to the flock, 1 Pct. 
| ; - When -they make themſeves. the 
| Authors of their own Miniſtry, underta- 
king ſo weighty an employment of their 
| own heads, and running before they are 


| ſent, as many didn the Prophet Jeremies 


time,, Fer. 23. 21. And many more in 
in the late licentions days amongſt us, 
of whom we may ſay as the Hiſtorian 
{ajd. of an obſcure perſon, that he .was 
| Hows ex ſe Natus, they were: Concionatores 
| ex ſemetipſrs Nati, lelf created preachers, 


| 2s Agathocles, a Prince of, a. Pater ,, a 
| Preacher | 


2 Theſ. 2.4. and exerciſing a bloody ty- ' 
' | ranny over their bodies. And therefore 


tn, ol — 
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Preacher of a Trooper, men who made it 
| the principal buſineſs of their uſurped- 
| preaching to.difgrace, and:pull down le- 
gitimate preachers, and beget an under- 
valuing of thoſe ſerious principles, which 
chey knew ſober and fixed Divines would 
never deſert, and-contrary unto which. 
they were relolved to ac. | 
3- . When they make themſelves the 
Matter of their preaching, propheſying | 
lies and the deceits of their: own hearts, . 
Fer. 23. 16, 26. teaching for doctrines 
the traditions or commandments of men, 


Mat.1 5,9, making ſad the righteozs, and. 


ſtrengthning the hands of the wicked by 
their lies, following their own ſpirits, 
Ezek.x 3.3,22. venting in the place and | 
name of Chriſt their own paſſions , and 
animoſities, their own intereſts: and jea- |, 
loufies, their own ' private opinions and 
paradoxes, fomenting diſtempers, inge- 
nerating diſcontentsand divifions in the: 
hearts of the: people , corrupting: the 
minds, perverting the judgements, en- 


{naving-and+ intangling' the conſeiences ' 
oft 


. 22 


| of thoſe that hear them'; turning aſrde 


| inthe Name of other Gods, even that Þ ro- | 
| phet ſhall die. See alſo. Fer. 14: 14,15. 


to vain jangling , departing from the faith, 
giving beed to ſeducing ſpirits, ſpeaking lies 


Preaching of C brifs | 


in bypocriſie , teaching things which they 
ought not, leading captive and deceiving the 
hearts of the ſzxzple, ſowing tares 1n the 
Lords field, being the ſnare of a fow- | 
ler 1n all their wayes, walking in the Spi- 

rit andin falſhood, propheſying of wine and | 
ſtrong drink, cauſing the people to. erre | 
through their lies and their lightneſſe. T hat 
you. may keep your ſelves from this 
crimſon and bloody ſin, often recount 
that dreadful intermination, Det. 18. 
20: The Prophet which ſhall preſume. to 
ſpeak a wordin my name, which I have not 
commanded him to ſpeak ,or that ſhall ſpeak | 


— —O— 


| 


| 


Fer- 23. II,12,15, 30, 31, 32, 39, 4O* | 
Eze.13. Exe. 34. Hoſe 4. 6,9. 5. 1. | 
9.7. Mic, 3-5,6,7. Mal.2.1,2,3» 8. gs | 
Mat.2 3.1329, 2 Cor: v1. 13, 14, 15+ 
ER Et, TT ET LI 
4. When they make themſelves the 
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End of their preaching, making lo holy | 


an Ordinance ſubſervient to their vain 


' glory, or ambicious purſuits, or filthy 


lucre, or plauſible compliance, or prt- 
vate intereſts, as the Phariſees, who for 


| a pretence made long prayers, that they 
| might dewoure widows Houſes , ſuppoſing 


| gain to be godlineſſe, as the Apoſtle {peaks, 


| 


— 
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—— 


| made it his onely end to pleaſe God, 


1 Tir.'6. 5. when they purſue crooked 
and indireCt atmes of their own , olten- 
tation of learning, inticing word? of mens 


| wiſdom, commending themlelves, plea- | 


ſing others, 1 Co 2.4. 2 Cor-10.12, Gal, 


1.10. quite contrary to the praGtiſe of | 
the holy Apoſtle, who in his FunCtion | 
and Miniſtry walked not in craftineſs, | 


bandled not the Word of God deceitfully, | 
2 Cor. 4. 2. did not exhort out of unclean- | 
neſs , Or in guile, uſed not flattering words, 
nor a cloak of Covetouſneſſe,pleaſed not men, 
nor ſonght glory of any, 1 Theſ.2.3--6: but 


and by all means to fave ſouls,to manage 


his Maſters intereſt and not his own , | 


that Chriſt alone might be glorificd in 
the 


| 


Preaching of Chriſt, 
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ever we attribute to our ſelves, ſo much 
we detract from Chriſt, Whom the 
Apoſtle makes the ſole matter of his 
preaching. 


Which leads to the poſitive part of 


our preaching , Chrift Feſus the Lord, 
| whereby 1s intimated that the Land 


Jefus is both the Author, the Ob- 
je&, and the End of all our 'preach. 


Bow. 


i. The Lord Jeſusis the Authour and 
Toſtituter of this ſervicÞ in his Church; 

how high a preſumprion it is for men to 
intrude 1nto a Miniſtry without a call 
and warrant from God, the ſad examples 
of Corah, Dathan, Abiram, Vz%1ab , the 
wagabond Exorciſts, Acts 1 9. 13--16. and 
others do abundantly reftifie, And 
therefore as Aaron was ſolemnly ſepa- 
rated to miniſter to the Lord, 1 Chron. 
23-13. and in like manner Chriſt was 
called of God an high Prieſt ater the' Or- 
der of Melchizedec, Heb.g. 5, 6,7, 10. 


Even ſo were his Apoſtles ſent by him, : 
F | Ma. 


| the hearts of ' men ; for how much ſo 
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| vice, 4G. 14. 23- and direct the ſame 
'courſe tobe obſerved afterwards, 2 Tim. 


| 2-2+ Tit: 1,5. from him then, and thoſe 


whom he hath a ppointed muſt wereccive 
 both.our miſſron and our meſSage, our 
| whole Miniſtry we muſt receive zn the 
| Lord, as it is ſaid of Archippus,Co!.4.17. 
It muſt be given and committed to us, be- 
| | fore we preſume to take unto our ſelves 
| ' the ſtiles of Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, 2Cor. 
\g5.198,19,20, Joh.3-27. 
1. From him we mult have our Miſſzor, 
tor bow ſhall they preach except they be ſent, 
' fair the Apoſtle, Row.1o. 14. an Honor 
muſt not be undertaken without a Call, 
No man taketh this honour unto bimſelf, but 
be that w called of God, Heb.5. 4. the Mi- 
nifterial FunQtion'is an bonoxr, as the A- 
poltle ſheweth, 1Tim.5.17. A Truſt muſt 
not be undertaken without a Call, the 
Muniſtry 15a Truſt and Zconomy, 1 Cor. 
9.17. Great would be the diforder and 


confuſion, great the miſchief and danger, 


E if 


| Mat. 28.19. and by authority from him | 
did they ordain others unto the ſame fer. | 


es. 


— 
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if hereticks and ſeducers might of their 
own heads {ow their tares & ſubvert the | 
fouls of men ; if ignorant and ſelf con- | 
ceited men may heap up to themlelves / 
Hearers ; 1f giddy and unſtable people 
may run after novelties, and be carried 
about with divers and ſtrange dodrines; 
it ſo honojzable an Office ſhould be ex- 
poſed to y prearaal and be deſtitute of 
divine bleſſing and aſliſtance by the inva« 
ſion of unqualified and worthleſs Intru- 


| 


| ders- 
| A callthenis neceſſary. And this call, 
though mediate and by the Miniſtry of 
men, 15 from Chriſt. Paſtors and Teachers, 
who have onely a mediate call, arc ſer up 
by him as well as Apoſtles and Prophets, 
Eph.4.11. the Elders of Epheſus, though 
appointed by an ordinary call,are faid to 
be made Owerſeers by the holy Ghoſt, Act. 
20.28. | 

This Call 15 twofold, Internal and Ex- 
ternal, 1. Internal, ftanding, 1. In an F. 
vidence of fit qualifications for ſo weighty 
a work, viz. 1.SanGity of life, which may 
fre | 


_ | Preaching of Chriſt. | 


fit and diſpoſe for the faithful and con(ci- 
orable diſcharge of the Office, to make a 
man * zealous for the glory of God,ſenfi- 
ble of the intereſt of ſouls, * exemplary 
to the flock,able to* ſpeak experimentally 
of the ways of God,* the devices of Satan, 
the © deception of Juſt, * the 1fſues of tem- 
| ptation, 8 the conſolations of the holy 
Spirit, and other the deep wyſteries of 

ſalvation. 2. Soundneſs of DoSrine, and 
ſuch able parts of ſubſtantial learning , 
NJ as that he may be ® apt to teach, to * ſpeak 
I aword in ſeaſon, to * ſhew a man his up- 
| 


. 
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rightneſſe, to | convince gain: ſayers, to " 
ule ſound ſpeech which cannot be condemn- | 
ed, It 1snot a little meafure of learning 
which will ſerve to open the Scriptures, 
to confute errours, to ſtate queſtions, to 
decide controverſies, to reſolve cales, to 
{ſpeak with demonſtration and authority ; 
to the conſciences of finners.. The Lord : 
- hath been pleaſed to interſperſe ſome». 
thing of almoſt all kinde of other learns 
| 10g, beſides divine, in the Scriptures. 
Phyſik, in what is reported of beaſts, | 

E 2 birds, | 


| f1 Cor.1o,13, 


| cRom.1.11,12 
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birds, plants, meteors, precious ſtones, 


-c. Ethicks and Poltticks in Solomons 
Proverbs and Eccleſs.r5tes. Logick aud 
Rbetorick in the ſtrong reaſonings, and 

owerful Elegancies of Prophets and A- 
poltles. Mathematichs and Archite&ure in 
the firufure of Noabs Ark , and of Solo- 


| m20n4and Exckiels Temple. Languages,the 


Old Teſtament being written in Hebrew 
and Chalde, the New in Greek. Alluſjons 
to Exotick and profane Hiſtory and Anti- 


| quity , Mythol gy, Parables, Poetry, quo- 


tations Out of prophane writers. And all 
this to inſtruct us what abundance of 
learning is requiſite unto him who will 
1ightly underſtand and divide the word 
of Truth. 3.4ptneſſe to teach, ſpiritual 
$kill and wiſdom to ſhew himſelf a Scribe 
infiructed to the Kingdom of heaven , Mat. 
15 3 2. d1Þax]inds & inards SIdZar, as the Apo- 
ſtles expreſſionsare,1Tim. 3.2. 2Tinr. 2.2. 

2. This Internal call ſtandeth in a 
ſinccre deſire, by the ſecret work of 
God on the heart , to ferve himand his 
Church in the work of the Miniſtry ,, 


and 
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and that not out of ambition, covetoul- 
nefſe, or carnal affections, but outof an 
incire regard tothe glory of God, and ſal- 
vation of ſouls. The Apoſtle calleth ir 
nts, 1 Tim.z.1. a willingneſſe untoit, 
T Cano: 17. an addi&ing ones elf unto 
It, 1 Cor.16.15. an offering a mans ſelf to 
be {cent by God, 1ſa.6,8. 

2. The External - call inſtituted by 
; Chriſt in his Apoſtles, 1s managed by 
| their ſucceſſors, the Biſhops and Paſtors 
of the Church. i. In Examination of the 


— —. 
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ee 


| 
| 
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| 
| 


)  firneſſe of thoſe who judge themſcIves 


| thus inwardlycalled , by the preceding 
| qualifications, that the office may not be 
| invaded by ignorant or unworthy per- 
' ſons, 1 Tim.3. ro. 2. In Approbation , 
when upon trial men are found able, 
willing, apt, faithful, the Church by her 
Officers declareth them ſuch, and gi- 
| veth teſtimony unto them, as the Apo- 
ſtle doth unto Epaphras and Tychices , 
Col b7.: 24.) 
3. In ſeparation and ſoleym conſecrati- 


08 unto the fanGtion by faſting and pray- 


| er, | 
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er, commending the perſons ſo approved 
unto the grace of God, /&.1 3.2, 14.23. 

And this done in the Church Aſſembly , 
preſente plebe, whoſe aſſent and reſtimo- 
| ny was anciently required, of which we 
read 1n Saint Cyprian , Ep. 68, Concil. 
Carthag.4. can. 29, and in Leo. Ep. 8g. 
Hereby the Churchare witzeſſes,and{not 

declaring their diſſent and diffatisfaRti- | | 
on) Approvers of what is done. And 

It was done with the Rite and Ceremony | 
of Impoſition of hands, x Tim- 5. 22. as | 
importing, i. A Semen and devyo- | 
ting the perſon to the Office, Namb. 27. | 
18. 2, Aderiving authority. to admini- 
ſter the Office, 3. An imploring the 
| gifts, bleſſing, proteGion, cuſtedy of the 


_ 


them to the Grace of God, AS.14.26. | 
Thus from Chriſt and according te his 
| Inſtitution Miniſters of the Goſpel have 
_ Miſlion. - 

. From him they mult receive their 
Meſege He1s King in the Church, and | 
they bzs Anoaſtoders, who muſt from him | | 

only | | 
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| holy Spirit upon them, and commending | 
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| 
| 


only receive their rinſtcuions, 2 Cor. 5. | 


20, they muſt ſpeak Hs Wards, Ezek. 

2. 7. that the Church may have a proot 
' of Chriſt ſpeaking in them, 2 Cor, 13. 3. 

and of the Counſel of God delivered by 
them, A&s 20. 27. teaching the people 
the things which be hath commanded, Mat. 
28.20, His command 3s our commiſſ.on.\Ne 


| muſt deliver nothing but what we have 


Received. Ihawe received of the Lord that 
which alſo I delivered unto you, 1 Cor. 11, 
+*: That which I bawe beard, faith the 


Propher, of the Lord of Hoſts, the God of 


Iſrael, bawe I declared unto you, 114. 2142. 

S pack unto all the Cities of Judah which come 
to worſhip in the Lords Houſe {ll the 
words which I command thee to ſ; peak unto 
them, diminiſh not a word, Jer. 26.2. What 
thing ſoewer command you obſerve to do it, 
thou ſhalt not add thereto, nor diminiſh from 
it, Deut. 12. 32. If any man ſpeak, les 


Dime ſpeak as the Oracles of God, 1 Pet. 4+. 


11, The Lord hath cveamicred nnto us 
the Word and Mzniftry of Reconciliation, 
what we do inattendance. on that Mini- 


ſiry 


| ; 


— 
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P reaching of Chriſt. 


| dequate ſubject of Evangelical preaching, 


} 


ought ſeriouſly to conſider with our 
ſelves, whether the words which we 
ſpeak unto the people,be, for the truth, 

| gravity, and ſavQity of them,ſuch, as may 


his name and authority prefixed on 
them. He will not own the dictates 
and inventions of men for the Oracles of 
God. Though it belong to the duty , 
authority, and wiſdom of the Church to 
dire&t meer circumflantials 1n the ſervice 
| of God, ſo as may moſt conduce unto 
| that order and decency which God requi- 
 reth , ſoas may beſt become the ſcrioul- 
| neſſe, ſimplicity, and ſanCiity of fo hea- 

 venly and ſpiritual worſhip : Yet ſhe 
| may not impole as doctrines ber command. 
( ments, Mat. 15.9. She may not adlde any 

| thing to the al{ufficiency and plenitude 
ot the holy Scriptures, Dent. 4.2. Prov. 
| 30.6. when we ſpeak of the means of 


| ſalvation, of the rules, principles, and. 


| grounds of faith and worſhip, of the a- 


we 


__ 


: 


| ſtry, we do ix Chriſts ſtead, and therefore 


without indignity done to Chriſt , have 
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Preaching of Chrift | 


implored, ſeals to be imparted. 


we mult keep tothe law and teftimonies, if 
we ſpeak notaccording unto them it is becauſe 

there is no light inns, l(a. 8. 20.no dodrine 

is neceſſary or ſufficient to carry us unto | | 
Heaven, but that which firſt came down 
from heaven. Thus we preach Chriſt Fe- 
ſes the Lord, as the Author both of our 
Miſſion and of our Meſſage. ; 

II. We preach Chriſt Feſus the Lord, 
as the Matter and ſubſtance of our 
preaching ; tlrere is not any matter of 
preaching, which doth not either expl:- 
cite or redufive compriſe Chriſt 1n it. 
IWe preach Christ crucified, 1 Cor. 1.23. 
1 determined not 10 know any thing among 
you, ſave Jeſus Chriſt and him crucified , 
x Cor.2.2, 

* All materials of Religion are contain- 
ed under four heads, Agenda, Credenda, 
Petenda, F articipanda, duties to be done, 
myſteries to be believed, mercies to be 


1.Ofthe Agenda,the Law is the Rule, 

and this is a Schoolyraſter to bring u4 unto 

Chriſt, Gal. 3. 24+ Conſider it as Cove- 
F 


nant | 


———— 


Preaching of Chriſt, 


nant of Life, , and ſs it ſends us unto 


Chriſt, by whole onely obedience the | 


Righteonſneſſe thereof hath been fulfilled 
for as, I am not come to oY the Law,but 


to fulfll it, Mat. 5. 17. by whole onely 


ſufferings and ſatisfaction the curſe there: 


| of hath been remaved from us, Gal 3.13. 


| 


Chriſtis the end of the Law, Row. 
I Os 4+ 

Conſider it as a Rale of wing, and fo 
alſo it ſends us unto Chriſt, 1. His ſpi- 
ritual DoSirine openeth the ſenſe and 
widenelz thereof unto us, for his com- 
mandment is exceeding broad , this waz 
one great end of his Sermon nn the 
Mount to vindicate the Law from the 
narrow gloſles which had been caſt upon 
it, 2. His moſt boly example leads us in 
the way of it, that we may walk as he 
walked, 1 Pet-2.2a1. 1 John 2.6. 3.His 
holy Spirit and Grace, and his love ſhed 
abroad 1n our hearts,enable and conſtrain 
us to the obcdience of it, I am able, faith 


the Apoſtle, todo all things through Chriſt | 


who firengthened me, Phil.4.1i 3. We muſt; 
never | 


III In 


— 
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never preach the Law withone Chriſt. 
As it was delivered, 10 it muſt be preach. 
ed, In the hand of a Mediator , Gal. 3. 19. 
when we diſcover the diſea e we muſt 


1. Conoi4ton , where art thou ? then 
conſolation, the ſeed of the woman ſhall 
| bruiſe the {erpents head, Gen. 3.9, 15; 
'So Fobn Baptiſt, co the mulciende, firſt 
| | generation of Vipers,then, bring forth frmins 
| worthy of Repentance , Luke 3. 7, 8. So 
| Chriſt to Laodicea, firſt , thor: art poore, 
| and Elinde, and naked: then, F counſel thee 
to buy of me gold tried, Rev.3.17, 18.T hus 
Omnia Agena lead to Chriſt. 

| 2. Ommi Credenda contained, in the 
Ga are comprized in Chriſt, 


| | t. All the Do&rines of the Goſpel, as 


' 1s evident by every Article of the Creed. 
| I believe in the Father as the Father of 
| Chriſt; By whom he made the world, 
| Col.1. 16. and in whom he 1s our Father, 
| John 20.17- 1 believe in the Holy Ghoſt, 
| | who is the Spirit of Chriſt, Rome. 8, g. Gal. 
4: 6. Vicarius Chrifti,who brings him and 
F 2 his 


"OI 


ſhew the Phyſecian. So God to dam, | 


| 
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Preaching of Chriſt. 


his comforts to the ſoul. 1 believe the 


holy Catholick Church, the Spouſe of 


of bim that filleth all in 2], Eph. 1-23. caput 
' COrPHI HHKS eſt Chriſtus. ] believe the 
communion of Saints, 8 our communion 1s 
with the Father & the {on as K.of Saints, 

1 Foh.s,3.and with holy Angels and men, | 


Chriſt, the Body of Chrift, the fulne(s | 


as ſubje&s to that King. The Remiſſron of 
ns, and this is from him, It mult be, 
| preached i in his Name, Luke 24.47. 
| reſurre&ion of the body, and this 
tom him; The Son quickenetb x 
will John 5.21,25. John 11.2 
ite everlaſting , and this fro 
Chriſt in us the hope of glory, Col 
2. All the Promiſes. of the Q 

| have their foundation and ſtability 
| Chriſt; they are in hin yea, and Amen , 

2 Cor. 1-20, He the purchaſer of them | 
by h1; propitiation : He the procurer of | 
them by his Impetration : He the fulfel- 
ler of them by his Princely Admini- 
{t: ation. | 


3- Allche Commuations of the Goſpel | 
lead. | 
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tead u5 to conſider Chrift as the Sund7n- 

ary and Refuge, through whom they are 

by believers to be avoided , as the Prince 

and Judge by whom they :are-upon nnbe- 

lievers to be ifhflicted, 4Gs 10. 42,43. 

| 13.39» 

' 4. The whole Covenant of Grace leads 

| us unto him. For as the Covenant. of 
. Works was made with the firſt {dan in 

eialt of his poſterity, ſo the Cove- 

& of Grace 1s made with the ſecond 

in behalf of his poſterity. He be. 

h God and man is equally concern- 

1e Intereſts of both ; and accord- | 
: preſerves Gods intereſt by his | 
tion and righteouſneſle, and mans 
eſt by reconciliation and blefled- 
tis. He 1s the Surety of the Covenant, 
for the ſatisfaction of God, Heb. 7 22. 
and he 13 the Medzator of the Covenant for 
the reconciliation of man,Heb. 3.6. Thus 
omnia credendalead unto him. 

3. Omnia Petenda, All things +to be | 
prayed for do neceſſarily carry us unto | 
| | Chriſt. Hw Father the an{wcier of our 
- prayeis. 


— 


Preaching of C brift. | 27 : 


——— 


———— RR 


Preaching of Chriſt. ; 
his comforts to the ſou]. 1 believe the 
holy Catholick Church, the Spoule of 
Chriſt, the Body of Chrift, the fulneſs 
of him that filleth all in zl], Eph. 1-23. caput 
> corpus unus eſt Chriſtus. 1 believe the 

communion of Saints, 8 our communion 1s 

| with the Father & the ſon as K.of Saints, 
1 Foh.a,3-and with holy Angelsand men, | 
as ſubjes to that King. T he Remiſſion of | 
ſins, and this is from him, It mult be 
| preached in his Name, Luke 24.47, The 

{ reſurre&ion of the body, and this alſo 1s 

f:om him; The Son quickeneth whom be 

will John 5.21,25. John 11-25. The 
| life everlaſting, and this from him. 
| Chriſt in us the hope of glory, Col.1.27. 
2+ All the Promiſes of the Golpel 
have their foundation and ſtability in 

| Chriſt; they are in him yea, and Amen , 
2 Cor.t-20, He the purchaſer of them 
by his propitiation : He the procarer of 
them by his Impetration : He the fulfel-| 
ler of them by his Princely Admini- | 

{t:acion. | 

| | 3: Allthe Commmuations of the Goſpel! | 

| | lead. | 
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Jead vs to conſider Chrift as the Sund{n- 


ary and Refuge, through whom they are 
by belicvers to be avorded z a3 the Prince 
and Fudge by whom they are-upon unbe- 
lievers to be ihflicted, A&s 10. 42,43. 


: 39. 
4. The whole Covenant of Grace leads 


| Us unto him.. For as the Covenant of 


Works was made with the firſt {davr in 


| behalf of his poſterity, ſo the Cove- 


nant of Grace 1s made with the ſecond 
Adam in behalf of his poſterity. He. be. 
ing both God and man is equally concern- 
ed in the Intereſts of both ; and accord- 
ingly he preſerves Gods intereſt by his 
fatisfaCtion and righteouſneſle, and mans 
intereſt by reconciliation and bleſled- 
nelss He ts the Surety of the Covenant, 
for the ſatisfaction of God, Heb. 7. 22. 
and he 15 the Medzator of the Covenant for 
the reconeiliation of man, Heb. 3.6. Thus 
omni credendalead unto him. 


3. Omnia Petenda, All things to be | 
prayed for do neceſſarily carry us unto | 


Chriſt. Hs Father the an{wcier of our 


Prayeis. | 


— 
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prayers. I bow my knees to the Father of 
our Lord Teſus Chrift, Eph. 3. 14. His 
Spirit the Author of our prayers. The 
Spirit of the ſon in our heart crieth Ab- 
' ba Father, Gal,4.6. His Name the ar- 
gument of our prayers. Whatſoever ye 
ach the Father in my Name, he will give it 
you, John 16.23,24. His Interceſſion the 
efficacy of our prayers; this the Incenſe 
oftered with the prayers of all Saints on 
che golden Altar, Rev.8.3. 
4. Omnia Participanda lead unto him. 
Boptiſme ſunulacrum mortis @+ Reſurre- 


| ionis Chriſti, the image of the death 
 andreſurre&ion of Chriſt, wherein we 
are planted and r Cres to his life 


| and likeneſſe. Lords Supper, the 
| Memorial of the deat of Chriſt, whercin 
| we feed and fealt upon him as our. Paſl- | 
' ſover which was ſacrificed for 1s, 1 Cor. | 
| - ” one word, we preach him, 1. In 
| bis Office, as the Chris thoianed of his 
| Father. 2. Inthe great Ends of thoſe 
| Offices , . which are co be our Jeſus to 
| | ſave | 
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Preaching of Chriſt $ 


ſave us, and our Lordto Ruleus ; tobe | 
a Privics and a Sviour to grve Repen- | 

tance and Remiſſem of ſunmes , Ads: | 

Jo Ze. | 
111. We preach Chriſt Jeſus the Lord 

| as the great End ofall our preaching, chat 
thereby we may advance his intereſt,and | 

| promor e his deſigns, that he may fe of 

| ' the travel of his ſoul and be ſatisfied. Thar | 

his people may be gathered, his body e-: 

dified , his Saints perfected his enemies | 

| (hlued; his Coſpel propagated, ' his 


in all them that believe, | 2 Theſe 1.10. 
Theſe are in ſe fins operis , Eph. 4.12 | 
and they ought to be in us fins ope- 
| rants. | 
| And now having -fecured Chrilſts ho- 
| Nour and intereſt , the Apoltle returns 
| again to himfclf, and ſheweth in what 
| capacity he looketh on himſelf in the 
Church of Chriſt, not as a Lord, bur as 
a ſervant. . Onr ſelves your ſervants, far - 
from the. temper of thoſe whom you 
ſufter to bring . you into bondage, ' to 


{mite. 
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ſmire, to devourc you, to exalr them- 


ſelves, 2 Cor. 11.20. Whatever titles of 
honour or dignity the paſtors of the | 
Church are adorned withal, (as the A- | 
pou afſureth us of an Heer duc unto 
1 Tim. 5. 17. and an Authority en- | 
wo with it, 2 Cor. 10.8.) yet this | 
very bonour conſiſts in a ſervice which | 
they owe to the Church of Chriſt.Chriſt| 
-onely hath domination and preheminen- | 
Cy, all others,even Apoſtles themilelves, | 
nothing but ſervice and Miniſtry. As | 
the Prieſts and Levitcs are commanded 
by 7oſtab,to ſerve the Lord and his people | 
Lrael, 2Chrox. 35.3. The higheſt Officers 
and nobleſt abilitics are all the Churches, 
and for their edification , 1 Coy. 4, 22. 
The Names in Scripture oiven to Paftors, | 
as Stewards, Miniſters, Watchmen, La- 
bourers , all ; import a ſorvice, excluding 
domination , Which our Saviour ex- 
preſly forbids, Mat: go. 25-28. Inclu- 
ding humility, induſtry , fidclity , love , 
helptulnefle, all endeavours to attend the 
{ſervice of the Churches faith , as the 


Apoltle calls it, Phil. 2.17. Fer. 
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led, Luke 12.42. 1 Tim-5.17. ſerviunt «- 
tilitati non poteſtati, ſervants they are to 
the ſouls of thepeople, but not to their 
power, whom the people have no deſpoti- 
cal authority over, butare to ſubmit unto 


| as unto thoſe that watch for their ſouls , 


1 Cor. 16.15, 16. Heb.3.17. 

And thereforcthe Apoſtle addeth, That 
they are the peoples ſervants for Jeſus ſake, 
in order to the promoting of is Honour 
and intereſt in the Church. The Church is 
his Spouſe, his Flock, his Body,is to him the 
purchaſe of his own Blood. We are his 
Officers, and muſt give an account of you, 
to him. Our Love, our Loyalty,our Fide-| 
lity, our Fearof him conſtrainus to ſpend; 
and to be ſpent 1n the ſervice of your fouls. 
He is our Jeſus and your Jeſus, a5 we ex-! 
pe& our own falvation from him, or! 


{ 
! 
| 


' 


' value and defire yours, we tnuſt ſerve your 


| 


faith and ſhew our felves his ſervants by 
being yours. 


] ſhall conclude all with a word of Ex- | 


CG hortation | 


Yet withal they are ſuch ſervants and- | 
ſtewards as are alſo Rulers, ſo they are cal- 


| 
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| Col. 
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2 Tim. 4.2, 


Rom.11.13- 


+17. 


—— 


hortation to my reverent Brethren in this 
ſacred Function, and you that are: candi- 
dates thereof , 

| 1. Preachthe Golpel, Ge inſtant in ſeaſon 
and out of ſeaſon ,reprove, rebuke, exhort with 
| all long ſuffering and dofirine; think not 
' much to further the ſalvation of thoſe by 
| your labours, whom Chriſt purchaſed with 
| his blood, Magnifee your Office,not by pomp 
and ſtate, by ſcorn or tuperciliouſneſle , 
theſe things debaleit-; bur by bumble and 
painful awendance upon the Miniſtry 
which you have received of the Lord. Eſteem 
not that a needleſs Office, which the Apo- 
tle hath made neceſſary ; nor a bootleſle 
ſervice unto the performance whereof ſo 
greata Reward,unto the omiſſion whereof 
ſo great a woe 1s annexed, I Cor, g. 16, 17. 
If you be not moved by the ſouls of others, 
preach for your own fakes , that you may 
ſave your ſelves.. If you value not your 
own ſalvation, preach for the ſake of o- 


thers,that you may ſaye thoſe that bear you, 
1Tim.4. 16. If there be yet ignorance in the | 
people,let them not continue in darknefe 


for j 
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for want of your teaching. If there be yer 
ſins amongſt them,let them not periſh un: 
der them, for want of your Reprowing. 1f 
they be yet imperfe3}, let them not be ſtill 


children, for want of your inflruSing ; if | 


they be yet expoſed to Temptation, let not 
Satan ſwallow them up, for want of your 
ReſiSting him. If Satan deſtroy men by his 
ſuggeſtions, he ſhall not anſwer for them 
as an officer” (he had not inſpeQion over 
them ; but as a Murtherer onely. If you 
deſtroy them by your negligence, if the 
Shepherds do not feed, nor the Phyſicians 
heal, nor the Watchmen keep, nor the Ste- 
wards provide for the flock, you have be. 

trayed a rruſt, abuled a Lord,expoſed a de- 
poſitum, you ſhall give an aecount., not 
onely for ſouls murthered, but for an office 
neglected, for a talent hidden, for a Ste- | 
wardſhip unfaithfully and injuriouſly ad- 

miniſtred. O therefore ſtadiouſly and con- 
{cientiouſly apply your {elves to this hea- 
venly skill of ſprritual preaching. Preach 
in good earneſt, as thoſe who ſeriouſly in- 
| tend their own and their kearers ſalvation. 


G 2 Preach| 
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ad 3, 


Luke 3.7. 


4". 
ph.3.8. 
Phil.3.8. 


2 Per.1.4, 
Phil.3.10, 


Pſal. 110.3. 
Mat.11. 30, 
Joh. 14.27. 
Plal.51.12. 
Col. 1.27. 

Luk.24.32. 
Ifa.60.8. 


| 


Eph.3.18,19. 


| 


Preach not as a Rhetorician at a Desk,only 
to tickle ears, and to play a prize ; but as 
an Advocate at a Bar to preſerve a Client, 
to ſavea ſoul. So conwince of ſinne, the 
guile,the ſtain,the dominion,the pollution 
of it, the curſe and malediGtion whereunto 
the ſoul is expoſed by it, that your hearers' 
may be awakened, and humbled, and eſte- 


| Etually forewarncd to flec from the wrath 


to come. So convince of the aliufficient 
righteouſneſſe, and unſearchable riches of 

Chriſt, the Excellency of bis knowledge , the 

unmeaſurableneſle of his love,the preciouſ- 

neſſe of his Promiſes, the fellowſhip of bis ſuf- 

ferings, the power of his ReſurreSion, the 
beauties of his holineſſe,the ealineſſe of his 
yoke, the ſweetneſle of þzs peace, the joy 
of his ſalvation, the hope of his Glory,that 

the hearts of your hearers may burn with- 

in them, and they may flic like Dowes unto 

their windows for ſhelter and Sanctuary 

into the arms of ſuch a Redeemer, who is 

able and willing to ſave ro the uttermoſt 

thoſe that come. unto God by him, that 
they may with all ready obcdicnce,and by 
| the 


| 
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| of this world is judged and caſt ont, his works 


ginations, the devices of your own hearts, 
{et not up your reaſon again(t Gods Word, | 


45 
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the conſtraining. power -of the love of Chriſt, 
yield up themaſclves to the Government 
of. this Prince of Peace, by whom the Prince 


defiroyed, and we for this end bought with a 
price, that we ſhould not be our. own, but 
his that bought | us, nor live. any longer 
unto our ſelves, but unto him that loved. 
us-and dicd for us, and role again. . 

2- Preach not your ſelves, your own 1ma- 


nor your will againſt his grace, nor. your 
intereſt againſt his glory, nor your fleſbly 
wiſdom againft the ſimplicity of his boly] 
Goſpel. Preach not out of oſtentation meer-| 
ly to the fancies and wits of men to pleaſc' 
or to tickle them, but out of »2anifeſtation 
of truth to the conſcience to pleale God. 
Preach nat your own paſſions and animo- 
ſiries, thipgs.tending to widen breaches , 
to foment jcalouſies and diſcontents, te 
kindle ſedition, tocheriſh faftion,to beget 
turbulency &-diſquiet, to ſhake che piety | 
which the people owe ta Gad, or the. /oy- 


alty X 


3 Cor.5, i 


John 13.32, 
16.11, 


1 Joh. 3.5,8, 


1Cor,6.19,20,. | 


2 Cor.5.15, 


ER 
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alty they owe cotheir Prince, or the rran- 
quility which they ought ro promote in 
Church and State ; bnt as ſervants of a 
Prince of Peace, preach thoſe things which 
make for peace , and which may heal the 
diviſions & coimpole the diſtenipers which 
yet remain in the midit of us. 

3. Preach Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, deter- 


mine to know nothing among your peo- 


grace, his ſpirit and love triumph in the 
midſt of all your Sermons. Let your great 
end be to plorific him-in the hearts, to 
render him amiable and precious bs: the 
' eyes of his people ; to lead them to him as 
a Sanctuary t o protect them, a propitiati- 
'on to reconcile them, a treaſure to enrich 
them, a Phyſician to beal them , an Advo. 
| cate to preſent them and their fer vices un- 
'ro God: as wiſdom to counſel, as righteouſ- 
'neſſe to juſtifie, 2s ſanfiification to renue , 
\as redemption to fave, as an inexhauſted 
fountain of pardon, grace, comfort, victo- 
|ry, glory. Let Chriſt be the Diamond to 
ſhine i in the boſom ofall your Sermons, 
| 4 |; Serve 


ple but Chriſt crucified, let his name and 


— 
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® 


| 4+ Serwethe ſouls, not the wills or laſts, 
| of men. Conſider the worth of ſouls,their 
excellency, their immortality, the price 

| that bought chem, the ſz which defiles | 
| them,the cxrſe which del{troys them, the | 
| grace which renues them, the plory which 
| blefleth them. Conſider the wigilancy £d 

| Sitan who goeth about co devour-them. | 
| | His malice ard induſtry, his power and» 
policy, his ſophi{ms and devices, his artiti. 
ces and temptations, the indetatigable di. 
ligence,and various methods he ufeth to: 
deſtroy them, againſt whoſe engines and; 
machinations our Miniſtry 1s appointed. | 
Isit a ſmall ſin to gratifie Satan by negle-] 
Cting to fave thole precious ſouls which he! 
| ſeeketh to. ruine ?- Is it a {mall (in by our: 
careleſnetle to betray ſuch ſouls as thole ,' 

| and our own with them, to che peril of e- 
| rernal perdition ? Shall we be able to en-| 
dure the hideous outcry of deſtroyed ſouls | 
| wherewith we bad been entruſted, howl- 
ing out that doleful accuſation apainſt us, 
P arentes ſenſumus parricidas ,our Guids have! 


miſled us, our Watchmen have betrayed us, 


bag "x 


—  ————— —— 


_———— 


> 
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our Paſtors have ſtarved us, our Stewards 
have defrauded us, our fathers have been 
our parricides ? 


For Jeſus ſake, if you love Jeſma; It is 


| out of the fire, fore warn ſouls of the wrath 


the argument which himſelf uſeth, Foh.2 1. 
8£5,16,17.(and if any man love not the Lord 
| Zeſws, let bim be Anathema Maranatha.) Ii 
y ou would have Jeſus love youzif you ten- 
der his ſheep, if you regard his command, 
if you fear his wrath, if you value his ſalva- 
tion, ſtudy the price of ſouls, ſnatch ſouls 


tocome, be humble,be taithful, be paintul, 
be pitiful towards the touls of men. Com- 
mend your fidelity,ſet forth Chrifts excel - 
lency untothe ſouls of your hearers, that 
you may be able to ſay to him at his co- 
ming, aS he to his Father, Behold me and 
the children whom thou haſt given me. Thus | 

| 


doing, you ſhall both {ave your ſelves and 
them that hear you. | | 


E442 $, 


